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There is a reason RIBs (Ridged Inflatable Boats) are favored _
L. L. powered by Google
by search and rescue organisations. Fast draining, lots
of flotation, lightweight, and can handle low impact
collisions with no problems. But look at this elegant version
) ] SUBSCRIBE TO THE MARINE
of the sturdy RIB. Add beautiful lines, a carbon fiber hull, INSTALLERS RANT
and lots of amenities and you have a UFO 69. The one you .
are looking at is the only one in the US, so I am thinking not a l ) ’Subscribe in a reader
lot of people have seen this vessel. RIB pleasure craft have
been popular in Europe for a long time because of the fuel

savings, and this sleek vessel should alter your perspective of PANBO IS EVERYTHING YOU NEED
TO KNOW ABOUT MARINE

FI ECTDNNICC

an RIB being more than a stodgy, and wet, hard riding dingy.
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This UFO 69 (23') is commodious, and packed with lots of
nice features. A Garmin 4208 chart plotter, and sounder
module, ICOM VHF, lots of seating, and real teak decks. Add
to this a thumping Fusion stereo with bazooka sub-woofer,
refrigerator, blue OceanLED underwater lights, and there is
even a wakeboard hook. In sum, it's both a terrific fishing
platform, and an elegant day cruiser all in one. It looks fast
sitting still, cruises at 35mph, and has a top end of 53mph,
and this is all done with a single Honda 225hp 4 stroke. With
the speed of twin engines, coupled with the fuel economy of a
single engine, it's no wonder why they are so popular
in Europe.
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Panbo

PRACTICAL SAILOR IS THE
DEFINITIVE SOURCE FOR INFO ON
SAILBOATS OF ALL SIZES, AND
THEIR GEAR.

Practical Sailor

BUILDING A BOAT, OR THINKING
OF IT, CRAFT A CRAFT IS FOR
YOU.

Craft a Craft

JAY'S OFFICE SURE LOOKS LIKE
MINE

Guru Marine

BUILDING A WESTSAIL 42
SAILBOAT FROM A BARE HULL.

Westsail 42

ON BOARD WITH MARK CORKE,
BOATING DYl PROJECTS AND
MORE.

Mark Corke Boating DYI

A REAL CAPTAIN, A REAL SHIP, A
REAL MARITIME OUTLOOK

The Kennebec Captain

GCAPTAIN IS EVERYTHING
MARITIME. CHECK OUT THE BLOG,
BIGGER IS BETTER.

gCaptain

THE BITTER END IS MARITME, AND
BOATING INFO, LINKS, AND A
LITTLE FUN

BitterEnd Blog
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The aft of the boat has an open transom for qlliCk draining, FROM THE TRANSOM, TO THE BOW,

and a telescoping swim ladder is under the port side of the NAVGEAR TELLS YOU WHAT'S NEW
FOR YOUR BOAT.

transom. If you look closely, you can see the fresh water

shower system also on the port side. Navgear

AN ALMOST ENDLESS ARRAY OF
TECHNICAL INFORMATION FOR
BOAT OWNERS AND BUILDERS.

The New Boatbuilders Page

MARINE WAYPOINTS, A
CORNUCOPIA OF MARINE
MATERIALS

Marine Waypoints

POPULAR POSTS

One hundred and
twenty seconds

F
——

It's a cool and
The hull is carbon fiber epoxy with a tunnel, and there are ﬁ blustery October

two steps built into it. If you look at the first picture at the day on the Alligator-
top, what appears to be black on the hull is actually clear Pungo River portion of the ICW
coated carbon fiber. Gorgeous to the eye, but very hard for in North Carolina. Captain

me to get a decent picture of. Ralph Robinson ...

Fisherman's
Paradise, an
amazing five star
floating resort.
On a gorgeous
Wednesday morning, I jump
onto a work boat loaded with
boxes, contractors, and tools.
The boat heads out of t...

Bob and Carol, and
Ted and Alice buy a
boat. A short Goofus
and Gallant story,

with apologies to
Highlights magazine
Sometimes I just start a story,

without knowing exactly where
Boat's website showing the tunnel and the steps formed into it is going to take me. More often

This is a picture of a hull in fabrication, I lifted from UFO
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the hull. than not, they end up in m...

{ My sonaris
27‘- ( chirping, what up?
0 This is my modest
attempt to
illuminate the
readers about the recent advent
of "chirp" fish finder systems in
the marine market place. This ...

Seafair Grand Luxe
Last week I had my
~ head stuck under a
console for about a

couple of hours, and
when I climbed out from
underneath, and looked around.
My kee...

Combinatoric
permutations of
Shackleton, his
under the helm seat is an inflation, and deflation system. “ whiskey, and the
The vessel has a beam of 10' 5", and in Florida, NZAHT

"
.

There is yet another cool feature to talk about. Mounted

the maximum trailer-able width without a permit is 8' 5 "I thought you'd rather have a

K : live donkey than a dead lion."
Ernest Shackleton's comment to
his wife Emily, regarding his

failure to reac...

‘ Cable ties, their true
_ purpose uncovered?
) Is it only me? Or is
it just my
imagination that
this is the most dangerous thing

on a boat. This insidious
invention only appears to be a

U...

Big trouble in
Transducer town

"That ain't going to

With a wide 10' 5" beam, the answer to this transport grow back, it's

problem is you deflate the tubes with the vacuum system, broke, it's done, no
and in just a couple of minutes they are sucked into the hull, glue or goo will fix it, did you
and you're now legal to haul it on a trailer really look closely at it?, and
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All in all, T was most impressed, and I'm not easily
impressed. Sleek, safe, fast, fuel efficient, loaded with toys,
and a sticker price of about $100K. I know it sounds stiff, but
compare it with the price of a new Boston Whaler of about
the same length, and it looks very good to me.

Now for part two of the story. What would be the odds of
finding two shiny new boats I had never seen, at the same
place and time, with a full camera battery? This is hull #1 of J
boat's new J/108 shoal draft cruiser line, although I kind of
hate to call it a "Cruiser", because it screams performance to
my eye. The cockpit is large, with an open transom, and it's
set up for single handing, including raising, and lowering the
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that is my profes...

The case of the
dueling pilots.

Itwas a

gloomy drizzly day.
I was sitting at my
desk, having a conversation with
my old buddy Woodford, when
the phone rings. I needed a ca...

The 2010 Boston
Whaler Outrage
370, Wow!

As you could
imagine I have seen
a zillion boats, and I am I am
rarely impressed. I was at the
Sarasota Christmas boat parade,
and a new Bo...

IT'S ALL YOUR FAULT, | CAN'T
BELIEVE YOU SUNK THE BOAT, A
LITTLE MARITAL DISCUSSION.

powered by

YoufTD

STRIP MOLDING 101 FROM
BOATBUILDER MAGAZINE

Strip Molding 101

Ads by Google

Sail & Powerboat
Charters
Vancouver British
Columbia Canada
Save up to 10%
Yachts 28' to 65'

www.cooperboating.com

Luxury yachts for
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wndarcer
Our charters available
in France We exceed

your expectations!
www.abys-yachting.com

centerboard.

Catamaran Charter
France

New Lagoon 400.
South of France 10-
12 berths. From

owner
www.catazur.co.uk

Sejlerrejser/Sailingt
Sejlerrejser pa De
Kanariske @er Sailing

Trips on The Canaries
www.sejlerrejser.dk

Belvilla ™

Locations de Maisons
The first thing that jumps out at you is the twin rudder set up de Vacances Uniques
that not only allows you to turn on a dime, and give you back aux Couleurs Locales!

nine cents change, but also allows you to gracefully back www.Belvilla.fr

down into a slip, without all the cursing, and frantic
gyrations I have always been used to. To be honest, any
attempt to back down my sailboat generally resulted in a

FOLLOWERS
frantic abort, and stuffing it into dock bow first. I'm envious.

Follow @
with Google Friend Connect

Followers (11)

pRGE L)
2

Already a member? Sign in

BLOG ARCHIVE

» 2009 (18)

» 2010 (82)

V 2011 (30)
The very J boat bow features a fixed sprit that will vV January (7)
accommodate a second furling headsail, an integrated bow West Marine grand opening
roller system, and anchor winch. Another detail I like about fun in Sarasota
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this craft is that there is something to really hang onto if you This is all your fault

have to go forward to the bow, while things are rocking and Death revealed in the bilge

rolling.
Buzzz7727772777277727772777.

77777777

Cable ties, their true
purpose uncovered?

UFO's and J boats at the
same time.

My sonar is chirping, what
up?
» February (8)
» March (6)
» April (7)
» May (2)

ABOUT ME

PES-R
very comfortable, full feature cruiser with clean interior @ 7 Years to medicare,
lines. It sports a large salon cabin with good headroom, large

Despite it's purposeful J boat lines, it really is a BILL BISHOP

Systems engineer,
forward V-berth, and lots of teak trim. ‘ marine electronics

specialist

VIEW MY COMPLETE PROFILE

A complete gallery with lot of storage, refrigerator, two
burner range, oven, and a double stainless steel sink.
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A real navigation station (something that is now missing
from so many boats today), and complete head round out the
interior. Lots of ambient lighting, and light colors makes it
a pleasant environment to be in.

But the thing that makes this performing cruiser noteworthy
is the 3' 9" draft, with the centerboard up. With the twin
rudders, and the centerboard up, it still points very well into
the wind. If you're racing, you can lower the center board
down from the cockpit, and you will pick up a few more
degrees upwind. With the centerboard down, the draft
increases to 6' 8".
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So in the end, this is both a comfortable cruiser, and a true
performance sailboat in one package. It is also a striking,
and beautiful vessel to boot. It was like Christmas. Two
unique vessels stumbled upon on the same day. Both of these
boats were leaving for Key West last week, for "Race Week",
and were being shown off at the Galleon. And many thanks to
Craig Crossley for letting me take the pictures, he was in a
hurry, and took the time to indulge me.

You can learn more about the UFO 69, and the J/108
at Cross Current Marine

The interior photos of the J/108 are from the Jboats website
The photo of the UFO 69 hull is from UFO Boats. Your
browser should be able to translate it.

POSTED BY BILL BISHOP - PARMAIN AT 11:06 AM @
LABELS: J BOAT, J/108, JBOATS, RIB, UFO 69

o COMMENTS:
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